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Q. Does assisted dying 

legislation change after 

becoming law? 

 

A. Given time, all 

legislations gradually 

loosen their criteria 

Numbers 
All legislations have seen rising numbers: 

x 10 in Canada in 6 years 1  

x 5 in Switzerland in 10 years 2 

x 4.5 in Oregon in 12 years 3   

x 4 in Netherlands in 20 years 4 

 

References  
1. Second Annual Report on Medical Assistance in Dying in Canada, 2020. See:  

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/medical-assistance-dying/annual-report-
2020.html 

2. Swiss Federal Statistical Office. Suicide assité selon le sexe et l’âge.  
https://www.bfs.admin.ch/bfs/de/home/aktuell/neue-
veroeffentlichungen.assetdetail.3742886.html 

3. Oregon Death with Dignity Act: annual reports. 
http://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/PROVIDERPARTNERRESOURCES/EVALUATIONRESEARCH/DEATHW
ITHDIGNITYACT/Pages/ar-index.aspx 

4. RTE Regional Euthanasia Review Committees Annual reports. 
https://english.euthanasiecommissie.nl/the-committees/documents/publications/annual-
reports/2002/annual-reports/annual-reports  

5. Medical Assistance in Dying: changes to the Criminal Code. https://www.canada.ca/en/health-
canada/services/medical-assistance-dying.html  

6. Select committee on the evolution of the Act respecting end-of-life care. Assemblée Nationale du 
Quebec. http://www.assnat.qc.ca/en/travaux-
parlementaires/commissions/cssfv/mandats/Mandat-44835/index.html  

7. Boly EE et al. Physician-assisted dying for children is conceivable for most Dutch paediatricians, 
irrespecetive of the patient’s age or competence to decide. Acta Paediatrica, 2016; 106(4): 668-75. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/apa.13620 

8. Pousset G Et al. Attidues and practices of physicians regarding physician-assisted dying in minors. 
Archives of Diseases in Childhood 2011; 96(10): 948-53. 
https://dx.doi.org/10.1136/adc.2009.182139  

9. Dombrecht L et al. End-of-life decisions in neonates and infants: a population-level mortality 
follow-back study. Arch Dis Child Fetal Neonatal Ed, 2021; 
https://fn.bmj.com/content/early/2021/06/14/archdischild-2021-322108.long  

10. Oregon Health Authority: Frequently asked questions about the Death with Dignity Act, p1, 2nd 
question.  
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/PH/PROVIDERPARTNERRESOURCES/EVALUATIONRESEARCH/DEATH
WITHDIGNITYACT/Documents/faqs.pdf 

11. https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB380  

Canada 

• No longer requires a patient to be terminally ill 
(5 years after legislation) 5 

• Currently planning to allow those with mental illness, 
learning disability and autism to be included6 

 
Netherlands and Belgium 

• Children and those with psychiatric illness  
now eligible for an assisted death 7, 8 

• New-borns less than a month old are euthanised 9 

US (Oregon and California)  

• Cooling-off period removed for 25% patients (Oregon) 
or reduced from 15 days to 48hrs (California) 10, 11 

• Non-terminal illness becomes eligible. In 2021 includes 
arthritis and anorexia. 
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